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Investigating Groundwater Variability and Hydrological Parameters using Trend and Correlation

Analysis for the Lower Mekong River Basin Countries
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Abstract

Groundwater is an important source of freshwater in the
Lower Mekong River Basin (LMRB). Understanding the relationship
between groundwater variability and hydrological parameters is
critical for the sustainable water resource management. The
study applied the Earth Observation (EO) data and the Google
Earth Engine (GEE) platform for investigating trend and correlation
values between groundwater variability and hydrological
parameters in the LMRB from 2002 to 2017. The results of this
study show that there are increasing trends of precipitation,
evapotranspiration (ET), and runoff in Laos, Thailand, and
Vietnam but it is clearly found decreasing trends in Cambodia.
From the relationship between liquid water equivalent thickness
(LWE) and water storage changes (AS), a travel time of
groundwater recharge in the study area is about 1 month due to
p-value > 0.05 for lags of 2-3 months. Precipitation has a
relationship with the LWE stronger than ET and runoff. Moreover,
the study indicates the LWE of four countries in the LMRB region
has a decreasing trend during 2002-2006 and an increasing trend
during 2007-2011 and continuously decreasing trend during 2011-
2016. Thus, the study can provide an information for the
groundwater resource management in the study area such as

determining groundwater recharge areas etc.

Keywords: Groundwater, Hydrological Parameter, Trend and

Correlation, Lower Mekong River Basin
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1. Anh

Twdeuiuetau A.A.2015 (W.A.2558) 1W1uu8n1SHAILIE
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§38u (The Sustainable Development Goals: SDGs) &sleimvund

=

TaganuUszene@ (The United Nations: UN) iiledaiaBunsiufeg
Aanenia wazauilisnmludeay Wussqudmanglud ae.
2030 [1] Taesthwanedi 6 (SDG 6) Idnanisszuuindnsinszney
Tugeidmanegos Tdun nmsdmedomiiy (mmned 6.1) n1s
UINTEsITAY Wazausle (Hvaned 6.2) nsUidauaznis
dwnldlndvosinds (dwuned 6.3) Uszansnmmisléogne
Fuein (Whvanedl 6.4) n1sdansuvdaiiegneysauinis (Hmaned
6.5) Mstestunarituyszuuinamaanh (hmned 6.6) (2]

mnmﬂ‘dﬁhuLL‘Uaaam‘wqﬁmmﬂ (climate change) 19y
Auviniend dlunisussardvungvesnswauieg g dy
Tnglamiztd e 6 [2] la1u1s0dinansznueg193uLIIse
spuuigdnsilunng #uild Tonanssmuiiiulfernsdaiauito fo
ntvhukarfoudeiifimuguusanndduniiiuanluiiagu
i lWdanansenudonIANYATNII N1ARAAINNTIN UaTNIANTT
viewles Wudu

P |

Tunisdnnisuunaeinedededu dnldfuduwnasifuiddyi

o

Tarunsaveadiulduazmdalddunansenuiuinduainnsnseyin

Yosmyuduazn nUdsuLaEANgTo1n1e [3] FelAusTTUYIAWE

ldduduwnasadisszuuinasazmiugudulutivissisuay
WuNFU (wetlands) faun1snazussaidmanevensiauneens

v

Fagudmsudhuunedt 6 (SDG 6) 19 nMsEhRaaukaznsUseiiy

o

ildAuedureidosdadudsiddylumsussefatmineveanis
Wanegedsfuvesamuszmd
Hagtumsldunanesulurandidudosiazmniuuarlaide
Aldsredmiumsinfedeyanimdeaniiion fograunanvieduii
1iu3n13 1ok Amazon Web Services (AWS) wagqiiiaidssiouiu
(Google Earth Engine: GEE) [4] Tneqiiandssieuiudunnanlosu
pliansaunaveiia (google) Tdmsunsiaseinsinenmans
uaEN"5a§190 % (visualization) ngATayaLTeR T (geospatial
information) ¥@anNE18A1ILTE (satellite image) lneniialddnyin

' a

amanemfisnsaziivfeyatuiindeundawinnd 40 U 1luwuy
Adsteyaans o Tnonisldanulsunsy GEE auidunisdeuldn
#&1 (code editor) lun1w1 JavaScript Ll aienlddayannas
Afien dhandieseiiasUssananuinguszasdvainisfnw
Wy wansdoyas unndl (temperature) 9oy AU u1au
(precipitation) w%a%a;gaﬂwsi%ﬂiziwﬂﬁau (land use) \Jusiu [5]
q'uLmeﬂﬂmﬁuﬁuﬁLmef'ﬁ/T'ﬁmmﬁwﬁ’aymaﬂaﬂLLawma
sz laun a1s1susgussvivuiy aisnsasguseesulae
Usea1vuand arsisusguisanamdeunn Ysemalng Yseina

o v o

Aun wazans1suszderuienisauiy lagdwunnedu 795,000

A%, wazduszansUszina 70 ey Aisiuarinordoeylu
flufiguushinlos fefunisudmsdnnisguuaiinlesfslianusniu
Tensfamnuduiusuusuruveshlifunaymsdine snagnn
Ingdud i drdqii e dudeyaluldlunismaununis
Sanmiegrediuluduusidilas (6]
FaduingUszasdresnsdnuidde 1) nsdumanuduiug
spwivarmulsunuesildfunassiinesmegnninet 1éud
Usuaniely (precipitation) AM3ANETEREIN (evapotranspiration:
ET) a8 ulufiu (soil moisture) n15lwauvestn (runoff) way
sydumuuvestutinldau (liquid water equivalent thickness:
LWE) 2) mussifiudonunginazUinaniduanefndstiagiuuay
Tuawian uay 3) N1suaninsideuvedoyaninaieniieuuay
unamvlasunandiiioatuayunisussaiatmanenisimuiegis

SiBuvosavszAludunssanisin
2. msafunisfine
2.1 Fuidnw

Useeluguuitilvsmoudns Ussnaudae 4 Ussina 1dun
ans1snuigusvrsulneUssrsuan Yssnelng Ussineaiuge wag
ansnsnsgiieudondonuy Taousasdspmadiuiluguusidiiae
aouas fauandlumsedl 1 uazlugudi 1

dnfuduhldnuluiuiiduusidlvmeudsaunsoudsoonls
181 1) Mekong River midstream aquifer 2) Khorat Plateau aquifer

WA 3) Mekong River delta aquifer fauandlun1snsdi 2

< & A ' ' 5 '
M15190 1 aueiuivestseneluguusdinlvamouans [6]

Uszina Nuivosspmeluguusiilos (ns.nu)
amsusguszisUlneysssuan 202,000
Usznelng 184,000
Uszmaiugn 155,000
assusgRenuioninunm 65,000

uusiilvenous (Lower Mekong River Basin: LMRB)
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Estimated
Area groundwater
Countries | Aquifer’s name Type
(km?) recharge (10°
m>/yr)
Dual-layer
Thailand, Mekong River
structure
Laos, midstream 106,976 126.97
interstitial-
Vietnam aquifer
fracture aquifer
Multi-layer
Thailand, Khorat Plateau
95,510 | structure fracture 82.92
Laos aquifer
aquifer
Multi-layer
structure
Cambodia, Mekong River
223,422 | interstitial aquifer 278.70
Vietnam delta aquifer
with loose
sediments

2.2 dayannegnnne (Hydrological Datasets)

221 g/m/ya%/ﬁ Gravity Recovery and Climate Experiment
(GRACE)

v

YAUVDY

q U

GRACE tudayanisiusszezlnafianunsanansua
Reateatuihlgfude equivalent liquid water thickness (LWE)
[8] Fetoyafinnuazidnil 0.5%0.5° uar 1°x1° dnvhlasashnsue
(The National Aeronautics and Space Administration: NASA) wag
peAnsoINIAUsEIMALEasuEl the German Center for Air and Space
Flight (Deutsches Zentrum fur Luft und Raumfahrt, or DLR) 13y
Tasanslud A./.2002 [8]

sATeiium S ldhgateya GRACE thundnwn
Aeatosfuiginsueniuasssdiumennismessve snsivaly
with A1nslvaun wagatmnuduludu [9,10] Wudu Tnevialuen
119LUA suwUas terrestrial water storage anomalies (TWSa) e
ANYAToLA GRACE Huagfidniumnaasuuamesmaiiuh
Wiorniuiluduiu (water storage changes: AS) AauansluaNnIs
i (1) uar () [11]

ATWSa = ASMa+ACANa+ASWEa+ASWa+AGWa (1)
AS = P-ET-R (2)

Ty ASMa Fernswasuudasmesnaduluiu (soil moisture
anomaly) ACANa AoAn131U& suutasveantsgaduiiluduiis
(canopy intercepted water anomaly) ASWEa feAnsidsunlas
vasAuzfiazareiduih (snow water equivalent anomaly) ASWa

Aoa1n15.U8 sunladavesn1sin A ufaA Y AGWa AoA1n1s

Wasuwdawesmsindvinldau P Asdtiy ET Asdinisane

sumpreni uas R AoAnisinativeni
Tunsnwillfldandaya GRACE Faurd a.m.2002 (w.a.2545)

§19 A.A.2017 (W.71.2560) WrunTasisvikazUssananalangldninig

Wasuilaswesrnununvesduinldny (ATWSa)

222 ‘g/ﬁ]’?fé]%/ﬁ Climate Hazards Group Infrared Precipitation
with Station (CHIRPS)
gadoya CHIRPS WudoyaidsiiufivesUsinaninuiiinistuiin
11131 35 T §99mvhlag The United States Geological Survey
(USGS) srufung uilnId8an1du The Meteorological Hazards
Group lunmIne1ds The University of California sTfaszTaagaﬁmm
aslBenil 0.05°%0.05° [12]

223 2/5/?73%/5 Soil Moisture Active Passive (SMAP)

Py

yadoya SMAP udayaninaieaaienluwuy L-band
aunsauanIHavesrALIluRIRULY 9 L-band vefidmnuii
1.413 GHz Tagldg nuiunldii on1sUszanananiaAamd ulufy
In7lne0IAng NASA 2uAU The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) Tu¥ f.¢1.2015 & 99'oy ad Aa1uazLd onil
0.25°x0.25° [13]

224 ‘?Jﬁ]"lfﬂ%/ﬁ Famine Early Warning Systems Network (FEWS
NET) Land Data Assimilation System (FLDAS)
wadoya FEWS NET-FLDAS 1 utas aLf e udl A o2ty
ANTNDTTINeENNINGT LYu AUy AnisessveTes
¥ Arnslnaun Wudy Sailagesdng USGS Taufuasdng NASA
e The University of California Santa Barbara ﬁfﬂ%agaﬁﬂaﬂm

avldeaf 0.10°x0.10° [14]

225 Z/ﬁi?f@%/ﬁ The NASA Earth Exchange (NEX) Global Daily
Downscaled Projections (NEX-GDDP)

gataya NASA NEX-GDDP udoyaideiiuiiisriuausina
uduuazeung i lda1nnisviuievesluiaa The General
Circulation Model (GCM) wazluiaa The Coupled Model
Intercomparison Project Phase 5 (CMIP5) 61un15UsENIaHan Y
A1 greenhouse gas emissions scenarios Tu kU U Representative
Concentration Pathways (RCPs) Tasnisinwifléiansanuuitugiu
993 RCP8.5 G adoyarana1dlignininlasasding NASA [15] uas
awsaandinanyadeyaiiunldinseiuarUszuianalaain
AR U093 Av09 Google Earth Engine @nsun1s1ed 3 1duans

Meaduavesyatoyanlatnnldlunsfinuinmua
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Available
Variable Dataset Scale Unit
time span
Spherical- Monthly,
Terrestrial
harmonic global, 1°
water storage April 2002 -
solution from Monthly,
anomaly mm February
CSR, JPL, and global, 0.5°
(TWSa) from 2017
CFz Monthly,
GRACE
global, 0.25°
CHIRPS Pentad Monthly, January 1981
Precipitation mm
(version 2.0) global, 0.05° to present
NASA-USDA
enhanced
Surface soil Monthly, April 2015 to
SMAP global mm
moisture (SSM) global, 0.25° present
soil moisture
data
Evapotranspira January 1982
FEWS NET- Monthly, kg m? st
tion (ET) and to present
FLDAS global, 0.10° | to mm s*
runoff
Precipitation kg m? st |January 1950
NASA NEX- Monthly,
and and - December
GDDP global, 2°
temperature Celsius 2100

2.3 mMInATIeiA I asa1muduniys (Trend and

Correlation Analysis)

aa a I3 . N . & ad ~ a o

35M153AT18Y Fourier 38 Harmonic Wwignsuilemiunldly
nleszinasyszinanadmiuananluguves cosine uay sine
Tuns@nuniidaladdinnsims1gsiAn harmonic regression LazAn
spectral snld3amiuiainMsmuImmAmITdinein1gnnine)
WY ATEINY ATNTSANETEMETDIYT WALAINISATIATIZYUAAN
wuldulAlagRansaIanan mt luaun1sluaa The harmonic

o iy . . v o4 X

regression Ll oA m dAduuinvznuneferuurliudigedu
(increasing trend) wagdA1 m fanduavAasnunedeaiuulliui
anas (decreasing trend) Aauansluaunisn (3)

H(t) = p+mt + ¥, a;cos(fit) + TK, by sin(f;t) + e, (3)

Toy u AoALRAEURI1I9I8T M ABAIAIUTUTDINTINLARSDY

b;

A 0w = £ . . =l
ﬂamauﬂizawﬁamawmimma harmonic regression fﬂ@

AWl ¢ AeAMTMDIMEGNNINGT a; (= 1,23.K Uz

ArNRlUTNTEIELUSUTIU €, ApARanaInlutIsTzUEIAN
dmduAaudnius (correlation) 5EWingAMULUTUTINVBIUN
ToAuuarAmMTEwesn1gnIve1du A1 X, (Anomalies values)
o =~ a PR A P
sggnAnuu e Ussiliumenudusiug dsluaunisi (4)

X,=X-X @

g X FeAmsdwesngnningiuvuneiiieu uaz X e

' N &
AR[YINYLADU

3. wamsfinwwarmsaiue

3.1 uwaliarvesa s lnenNennne
1nn1sAnsllivszaanamawIlduvesrImsdinesng
gnnInen loun AUTinanie Amnsaieseme Aaudulupu A

n13lvaun wagArmuuvestulnldAuluguuwivilvsnouans

P

Tutied n.7.2585 fa w.m.2560 Fauandlugud 2 Tngldfiansanuds

¥

<, Aad A ' ¥ ' - & o
sanluuszmaniinunluguuiunluineuans an1sdnuiuandli
¢ o &
Wiugatl
dn1sdsundasuulduffiuduresadidu A1nisaney
sy wazAnsraurvesiluiuiusewmaans e way
Veaud (un A wanindiniswasuulasuunlduiianas
agauluiunUssmnaiuyy (Wui B)
drusuarautuluauduurlduianaslui ufidiulng

uSamusuInisirnaveswd wlee sduldladaadu

N

Wiaanananududeunessaiinenluiu

MMSUAIAIINNUIVRIT WU AR Y (LWE) Junalaiud iy

v

d
garuluiui drulngnianoudevesiuiiguuduilos

fouane windnduualduianaduseuvy Wuldlddndu
Wesananududaunisssaiineluiud
ET

Precipitation Runoff

LWE

< ' o ' a < a L A
E'I.J‘VI 2 LLEWNW\LLu'JI‘ulI‘lIENF’]’]W’]i’]llLﬁaiﬂ’lﬂqﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬂuwu%ﬂﬂw’l

3.2 RIS VeI Y st s T AT A Time T 9g N
e
nnsanldanmuiiannudius annnsinsiseis
Pearson correlation analysis 8¢ p-value Y09ANAINUNUIVDITY
¥rldhu (LWE) Ausanuddeuntamwasnsinfuildau (As =
P-ET-R; AUSIN it HuaUsEA s sEmeLar A siat) Tae
TFRasauAuduRUS UL UUY IS o289 uT 0 1 2 uay 3

Wiow (lag = 0, 1, 2, 3 months) MUY ﬁmam‘l,ugﬂﬁ 3
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Y o

dwsulugui 4 uansusuiauduiusre AT TN

LY

TdAuduAUSIanielu An1sAesewe wagA1nsivaul Taenig

affdlenn pvalue g94n31a7 0.05 (FUdwdy) vunedelad
v o e o =14 v g o X
ANUFURUS NansAnwHuanalsiiusiatl

- msAansanlunuuldfigieszesianvineiu (lag = 0) 16
uene ANduiuslukuuBeuln (positive) S5WINeAIAIN
U uNleAY (LWE) wazAUdsuluasuanisiisii
weansiniuiiluduiu (AS) Tuuneiiug

- s lusuuiviesrerainanu 1 weu linans

- v o e o o
AT AUFURNUS 08 19T ALY (p-value < 0.05 &unq)
sgwingAtAnuruest Ut ldfukazAUdsuLlasues

a o oA o g 8 & a X A '
mswudienstnnuinlusuRuluiundulyg)

- asfensanTusuuiiiesyegiaineiy 2 wag 3 Wheu 16
wansliiudnlafinudusius (p-value > 0.05 dudu)
sgwingAtAnuuest Ut ldfukazAUdsuLUasues
AssRudiansAnAuT lutuRu Faluwaniainszezna
ypanafuthldnuluiuidnwldnaiussanu 1 weu

- 213U 4 AdSanaiudeauduiusaeAaunul

I FRULINNINIAINISANYSEMY kazAIN1Slraul

AS lag=0 AS lag=2 AS lag=3

AS lag=1

AS lag=0 A4S lag=1 A4S lag=2

UM 3 wansA1AudNRUS (correlation) wazAn p-value Szwinan LWE
wagA1 AS sensiasunluluuiviesreznavinetuil 0 1 2 uag 3

Wou (lag = 0, 1, 2, and 3 months)

Precipitation

JUN 4 uansrAudniug (correlation) uagen p-value vasAUTaNm

U ANsAneseme wazAnsvauivesi fusn LWE

SUR 5 wamanisiazidanatieildeuiisuseninean g

il

yuaatutldau (LWE) wazawasunlasnisiutinianisinify

¥

vrlutudiu (AS) msfnuniuananisiiansanluurazyssmedisiiud
Tuguushilusmaudrassil
- lu¥ A.#.2005 (.71.2548) FA1AUNUIYDIT UL LA AU
aeluituiinnussiaiiisegluduushirlvameudns
- lu¥ A.#.2002 (.71.2585) FAnAnumunve st ui ldAud

geaaluiunguushihlosludssmaan duy uazdeauy

¥
A A

- TuU 2011 (0.A.2554) Nunauuddlvslulsenelne 3

1
AaunuestuiliAuiigan dsenndoatumanisoii
Wathvhalvaiiosniivsnanirudusunn

- lunmswsssznaesnnfuhliauluiuiiquuitlos
pouavegfivszina 1 Weu Tasfinnsanaindrgegnues
auuanassErisaUAsuuassiaiidlanisiniiu

ilutuRuLazAIANTUIeItuL AR

mm
—
——
=——
et

mm
B o
P |

D

mm
T
= —=any
-—

Vietnam

mm
—
mEm==

SUR 5 nsidSeuiisuseningan LWE wagan AS vesusemaan Tng

L1

Ay wazFoaun luituiiguusitlvsmousna

3.3 msUssidiuanmgide A IneandaguiuaseuIAm
nMsAnwlivszdiuAuinnatisulazAgungianefngs

Uagtuwazounnn sen319U A.A.1979 (W..2522) §19 A.A.2049 (..

2592) Inensldyadaya NASA NEX-GDDP Uuiiugnuuesn1siansan

v

28l3Lma RCP8.5 Fan1sAnwNYinn1sIAs1esidiege 3 swmilslu

e

o o

ANy (Munusemaaniuaziuny) daansugun 6

=),

= Y& 1A 5 a o o )~
Naﬂ’]iﬂﬂ‘t'}’]LLaﬂﬂWLMu'ﬂﬂ'}UiiﬂmuqNuﬂJLLu'ﬂuﬁJwaﬂaﬂLLaZll

ARUNNITIZIWUIINNITIATIEITIElaAa RCP8.5
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Precipitation

[P p—

Tempersts ()

Precipitation

Precipitation

Tempersture (€)

JUN 6 n1suslivAdunazAtgungianednisdagduuay
auIAR 589Nt A.A.1979 (W.f.2522) T3 A.A.2049 (W..2592)

4. a@junansfine

- v oo
nsAnwlalaninismanuduiusseninenuwlsUTINTes
wildAukasnisidwmesnisgnninet laun YTurmwny
(precipitation) N13AYTELUEUT (evapotranspiration: ET) A114%U
Tufu (soil moisture) N15tnauwe (runoff) wagseAuAIIUNIN
999 uwld @ u (liquid water equivalent thickness: LWE) ua
o YEwa o oa v oo I
nsAnudFiwIdAuwlduimuduvesusunaiay n1sae
sewe waznisinaunlui uiiguuiunlvineuansludsznaais
Useinelng uagdssimadeauy uandtluussmaiumyudiauuali

Aanaieg1atnan nAmANNduTLuSsEnINAIAUrIvesdwinld

fuuazAInisUasuulasvesnisiiuduil arfusnunluduiudu
Fduiszornamemsiuildnuluiuiidnuldinaussuna 1
deu suilownanidefasanszninanieedutsseznaning
funnndn 1 weu azldfinudusiusnisada (p-value > 0.05) Tng
AsinaruliauduusAe A e st ldRunnn
AmsAeszve wazAnsinaun Belunindunsenundd@imisiun
AamnunuesiuhlfRuiiassmduiuiiguuiilvmoudised
Anunlfufianassewingd w.e.2545-2549 wazdlduwlduiifiuty
53917198 W.7.2550-2554 wazdAwuiliufianaseg oo dlud
W.A.2550-2559 GearUaiduiuwaliuiionawuazagumnii
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